
  

 

News and Notes 
August 2019 

Happy August, friends. 
 

I wanted to use my space this month to respond to a few of the comments left in our Suggestion Box.  I assure 
you that I read them, and then we digest them again at managers’ meetings, and then they are divided up by 
whether they CAN be done, or SHOULD be done, or are completely silly but might happen anyway…“nerf gun 
war after hours” is a perfect example! 
  

Many of the suggestions ask us to consider doing things that we already do!  That tells me that in spite of our 
best efforts, not everyone knows that we: 
 already allow you to check out five video games. 
 have a “place you can check out your own items.”  It’s called the Self-Check Machine and it is on the back 
corner of the Adult Circulation Desk in front of the stairs leading up to the Computer Center. 

 have an “algorithm that lets you know what you’ve already checked out.”  It’s called having the computer system “maintain 
your reading history.”  For privacy reasons, it defaults to “no,” but just ask a staff member to help you opt in.  (No one will see 
that history except for you.) 

  

We have suggestions that I have to respond with “Thanks for the idea, but no.”  In other words, the following will not happen: 
 Cover up tattoos.  Who? The staff or the public?  36% of Americans 18 to 29 years old now have at least one tattoo.  How ever 

some of us older folks feel about it, tattoos are here to stay. 
 Headphones in the Computer Center. We used to lend them and tried to keep them clean.  Enough said.  Now you can buy a 

fresh set of earbuds for $1. 
 More signs on the front doors like when the Computer Center closes and “No Unaccompanied Children.”  Sadly, the more signs 

you have, the less they are read. 
 ATM in the lobby.  We’ve tried, but no bank will go to the expense of installing one for such infrequent use. 
 Typewriter.  We got rid of the one we had because no one had used it for years.  But, if enough people ask…maybe. 

  

Then, there are the good ideas that would cost more money or space than we have, or are not technically possible.  Examples are 
cameras on the elevator, restrooms on every floor, and installing an indoor play area like at McDonald’s.  (The Ashland Public 
Library HAS installed such an area, after a million dollar gift…just in case you have that kind of money lying around!) 
  

One category of suggestion I’m going to call, “complaints about our collection or services that are really a general dissatisfaction 
with society.”  This includes “children run around and make noise” and “ALL of the books you buy are twaddle,” which is really a 
comment more on what books are written and published now rather than what we select.  Many bestsellers in both Children’s and 
Adult appeal to the widest amount of readers and might not be considered “classics.”  It’s worth mentioning that in the early days of 
our library, there was a rule that ALL fiction was “twaddle,” and to be allowed to check out a novel of any kind, you also had to 
check out a nonfiction book!  In other words, people have varied tastes and we try to get something for all of them. 
  

But then we get GREAT ideas that no one has mentioned before AND which can be acted upon.  Several people wrote to suggest 
that they would like a handrail going down the outside of the inner rounded staircase.  That made me recall almost falling down the 
stairs myself a few months ago and finding nothing to grab, so I can see their point!  Our Facilities Manager just brought in a custom 
ironwork designer to start the process of installing such a railing; like anything else in this building, you can’t run to a big box store 
for things to fit.  In the meantime, hang on to the rail on the inside of the stairs or use the elevator.  But know that we heard 
you!  Like many wonderful things that have happened in recent years, you’ll have the Gessner Family Foundation to thank when it 
happens, due to another generous donation to your library from the Foundation. 
  

And so many of you stuff the Suggestion Box with notes of thanks and appreciation.  
For those who give us love, we thank you and send love back!  
  
 
 
Sherie Brown, Director  

 Find Sherie’s book  
suggestion on  
the next page! 
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Wonder Woman (Series)  
by Greg Rucka, et al. 
“My favorite Wonder 
Woman series.  Rucka 
really understands the 

character!” 
-Jessica W.,                  

Adult Services Manager 

Interference 
by Kay Honeyman 

“This was a really fun and 
clever take on the book 
Emma by Jane Austen!” 

- Natalie H.,                     
Adult Circulation 

The Tuscan Child 
by Rhys Bowen 

“A ‘back in time’ story, 
but not confusing.” 

- Bobbie T.,                  
Adult Circulation 

FEAR: Trump in the 
White House by Bob 

Woodward 
“This book details the 

inner workings of a 
largely dysfunctional 
White House under 

Donald Trump.” 
- Barbara W., Archivist 

Glass Houses  
(The Morganville 

Vampires Series) by 
Rachel Caine 

“This is book one of a 
REALLY good series!” 

- Nikki G.,                       
Adult Circulation 

 

FROM THE DIRECTOR:   (Continued from Page 1)  
 

     I just finished Nina George’s The Book of Dreams, the story of a war 
reporter lying in a coma after an accident, his young son who never knew 
him, and his estranged girlfriend who has medical power of 
attorney.  That’s the simple version of a very deep look into the divide 
between death and life, despair and hope, along with new and old 
loves.  It’s not cheery, but it’s powerful.  It is from the author of The Little 
Paris Bookshop.  
 
                                                                                - Sherie Brown, Library Director 
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Call the Massillon Public Library at  
330-832-9831, x327 to register.  Seating is limited. 

AUGUST ADULT COMPUTER CLASSES 

Adults of all ages welcome! 

Mon., August 5   eBooks, Audio Books, & the Ohio Digital Library   3:00-4:30pm      2nd Floor Mtg. Room    
You will learn to use the Libby and OverDrive apps on a laptop computer to search and download electronic books and audiobooks 
from the Ohio Digital Library.  Bring your tablet or mobile device for the question and answer session.  Prerequisites:  Experience 
using a computer, accessing the Internet, and an email account.   
 
 
Tue., August 6  Hoopla Streaming App Introduction    3:00-4:30pm      2nd Floor Mtg. Room  
During this class, you will learn how to create an account in hoopla using your Massillon Public Library account.  Hoopla is a media 
service giving you access to digital movies, music, audiobooks, eBooks, comics, and classic TV shows that you can enjoy on your 
computer, tablet, or smartphone.  It is also possible to stream hoopla content to your TV.  In addition, the hoopla app is available for 
smartphones and tablets for offline enjoyment.  Prerequisites:  Experience using a computer and accessing the Internet.   
 
 
Mon., August 12  Windows 10 Introduction     6:00-7:30pm     2nd Floor Mtg. Room 
This program is for the computer user who would like to learn about Microsoft's Windows 10 Operating System.  This is an 
introductory class demonstrating some of the features, locations, and naming conventions of various Windows 10 components.  To 
get the most out of this class, familiarity with computers is necessary.   
 
 
Tue., August 13  Using Windows 10 File Explorer     6:00-7:30pm     2nd Floor Mtg. Room 
Learn how to manage files, folders, and computer objects using Windows 10 File Explorer.  The discussion will include working 
with a USB flash drive and other storage devices.  In addition, you will receive hands-on training working with Quick Access.  
Prerequisites:  Experience using a computer and accessing the Internet 
 
 
Wed., August 14  Using Windows 10 OneDrive w/ Cloud Storage   6:00-7:30pm       2nd Floor Mtg. Room 
Learn how to manage online files and folders using Microsoft's Internet-based file-hosting service known as OneDrive.  The class 
will focus on integrating Microsoft OneDrive Personal Edition with Windows 10 File Explorer.  Topics will include online file 
sharing and using synchronization for basic online file backup.  In addition, using Microsoft Office Online personal edition will be 
demonstrated.  To access OneDrive, a participant will need a personal email address to sign up for a Microsoft account.  This is not 
required if attendees only want to watch the presentation.  Prerequisites:  Experience using a computer and accessing the Internet.   
 
 
Mon., August 19  Microsoft Office Online Introduction    6:00-7:30pm     2nd Floor Mtg. Room  
Microsoft’s personal productivity software for the “cloud” is known as Office Online.  Participants will learn the basics of working 
with Word Online, Excel Online, and Outlook Online.  In addition, an introduction to Microsoft’s online “cloud” storage system, 
known as OneDrive, will be presented.  To use the online applications in this class, a participant will need a personal email account 
to register with Microsoft.  This is not required if attendees only want to watch the presentation.  Prerequisites: Experience using a 
computer and accessing the Internet.   
 
 
Wed., August 21  Microsoft Word 2007 Basics     3:00-4:30pm           2nd Floor Mtg. Room 
An introduction to Microsoft Word, a word-processing computer application.  You will learn how to create and edit documents 
using basic formatting tools.  Write your job resume in Word.  You will receive hands-on practice using basic text and page 
formatting skills such as adjusting font size, style, and page justification.  You will practice the Cut/Copy/Paste process in working 
with a document.  Prerequisites: Experience using a computer mouse, keyboard, and the Windows operating system.   
 
 
Wed., August 28  Microsoft PowerPoint 2007 Basics    3:00-4:30pm           2nd Floor Mtg. Room  
Learn the basics of creating a slide show presentation using Microsoft PowerPoint.  Topics include creating a presentation from 
scratch; adding text, photos, and graphics to a slide; moving, adding, and deleting slides.  In addition, design tips for creating an 
informative user experience will be discussed.  Prerequisites:  Experience using a computer mouse, keyboard, and the Windows 
operating system. 
 
Thur., August 29 Library Access from Home & SearchOhio  3:00-4:30pm           2nd Floor Mtg. Room  
In this class, you will learn how to access your Massillon Public Library account from home to search and reserve books, DVDs, 
and CDs from the library’s collection.  If you are looking for a particular title not in our collection, this class will teach you how to 
look for and reserve material from SearchOhio.  Prerequisites:  Experience using a computer, accessing the Internet, and an email 
account.   
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Mon., August 12         11:00am    2nd Fl. Mtg. Rm. 

SARTA Travel Training 
Baffled by the bus?  Learn how to travel via SARTA from a 
SARTA representative.  A valid photo ID is required to receive 
a bus pass at the end of the training session.  Registration is 
required.  Call SARTA directly at 330-477-2782 x568.  

Wed., August 7         1:00pm                   2nd Fl. Mtg. Rm.         

Massillon Local History and Genealogy Society 
Monthly Meeting  
This month’s topic is “Identifying Old Photographs.”  Massillon 
Museum Archivist Mandy Altimus Stahl will present tips on 
identifying the age of old photographs.  Attendees are 
welcome to bring photographs to discuss. No registration is 
necessary.  Our meetings and programs are always open to 
the public!  Questions?  Please call 330-832-9831 x350. 

Mon., August 26           
12 Noon and 6:00pm 
2nd Fl. Mtg. Room 

4th Monday Book Club 
Join us at either time to discuss 
Eighty Days: Nellie Bly and 
Elizabeth Bisland’s History-Making 
Race Around the World by 
Matthew Goodman. This program 
is free and open to the public.  No 
registration required.  For more 
information, please call 330-832-
9831, ext. 312. 

Wed., August 21      6:00pm       2nd Fl. Mtg. Rm. 

Pinterest:  Pulled String Art on Canvas Tote Bags 
Join us to create string paint art on canvas tote bags!  
Registration required and seating is limited. Please call the 
Reference Desk at 330-832-9831, ext. 312. 

Mon., August 5  11:00am                    Duncan Room 

Friends of the Library Meeting 
“The Friends” is a 501c3 organization of library patrons 
interested in increasing/improving the resources of the 
Massillon Public Library.  The Friends organizes and runs the 
book sales, contributes funds for new equipment, plans 
social events, and more. For more information, please 
contact Mary Ellen Brown, Volunteer Coordinator/Friends 
Liaison at 330-832-9831 ext. 301. 

Mon., August 5      6:00pm          Duncan Room 

Vinyl Listening Session 
Do you miss listening to the unique sound of music on vinyl?  
Join us—and our turntable—for fun and music!  Questions?  
Call 330-832-9831 x314. 

Tue., August 20      6:30pm       2nd Fl. Mtg. Rm. 

Meditation 
Led by guest presenter Gwen Miller. Questions? Please call 
the Reference Desk at 330-832-9831, ext. 312. 

“ 

Massillon Public Library  
Board of Trustees Meeting 

Thursday, August 22 at 4:00pm 
MPL Duncan Room  

 

The public is always welcome!   
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Sat., August 3  3:30-4:30pm             2nd Fl. Mtg. Rm. 

Junior Friends of the Library Meeting 
Membership is open to all students in Grades 7 through 12.  
Call 330-832-9831, ext. 321 to find out more and how to join! 

 
Fri., August 9  3:00-4:30pm            2nd Fl. Mtg. Rm. 

Teen Video Game Club 
Join is for more video gaming fun on the Nintendo Switch and 
refreshments!  No registration required.  Free snacks!  Call 330-
832-9831, ext. 322 for more information. 
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Tue., August 20            9:00am 

Askren 3rd Tuesday Book Club 

Join us to discuss The Great Alone by 
Kristin Hannah. Please call 330-879-
2113 for more information.   

 

THE MASSILLON PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKMOBILE  
and OUTREACH SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

HOMEBOUND SERVICE 
 

Homebound Service is a free service available 
to individuals who cannot come to the library 
due to a medical condition or anyone who 
cannot leave their home due to unique 
circumstances AND live within the Massillon 
Local School District or the Villages of Navarre 
or Brewster. 

 

How Homebound Service Works: 
 

 Patrons may request specific materials, or 
the Outreach Services Department  staff 
will select materials for them based on the 
patron’s interests. 

 Library materials will be delivered to and 
picked up from the patron’s location by 
library staff either once a month or once 
every two weeks. 

 No late fees are charged to patrons using 
of this free service.  

 Patrons may request any items from our 
collection — large print and regular books, 
CDs, DVDs, audiobooks, large print books, 
Children’s books, etc. 

 eReaders are also available for check out. 

TRADE MATERIALS 
 

The Outreach Services Department provides trade items 
that need not be returned to the library to many local 
businesses and agencies in Massillon, Brewster, and 
Navarre.   
 

These clean, gently used items include paperback Adult 
and Young Adult books, Children’s books, CDs, DVDs, 
and audiobooks, as well as magazines that are not older 
than 6 months. 
 

If you wish, you may return trade items to the library or 
any trade basket so they can be traded again.  We are 
always accepting donations of more trade items if you 
would like to help!   

BOOK CLUBS 
 

The Outreach Services Department hosts several adult 
book clubs at local nursing facilities and senior 
apartments.  Books are provided one month in advance 
of the book club meeting and a library staff member 
facilitates the book club discussion at that location.    

PRESCHOOL STORY TIMES 
 

Via the Bookmobile and in the classroom, the Outreach 
Services Department visits many preschools in our 
service area to provide monthly interactive story times 
for children, encouraging a lifetime of reading and 
learning.   

If you are interested in any of our 
Outreach Services or would like more 
information, please call the Massillon 

Public Library Outreach Services 
Department at 330-832-9831, ext. 313. 

Please ask at 
the Belloni 

Branch  
about our 
upcoming 
events and 
programs!  
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Massillon Public Library – Barry Askren Memorial Branch  

1200 Market Street NE M/W 10am-6pm 

Navarre, OH  44662 T 10am-4pm 

330-879-2113 Th/F 9am-4pm 

 Sat 10am-2pm 

 Sun CLOSED 

Massillon Public Library – Pam S. Belloni Memorial Branch   

12000 Navarre Road SW M/W/Th/F 9am-3:30pm 

Navarre, OH  44662 T 9am-7pm 

330-767-9939 Sat/Sun CLOSED 

Massillon Public Library M/T/W 10am-8pm 

208 Lincoln Way East Th 10am-6pm  

Massillon, OH  44646 F/Sat 10am-5pm 

330-832-9831 Sun (Jun-Aug) CLOSED 

Bookmobile and Outreach: 330-832-9831, Ext. 329 Sun (Sep-May) 1pm-5pm 

Thank you for your support! 

 We want to 
share with you! 

Will you share your  
email with us? 

We want you to know what is happening at YOUR library!  
 

If you would like to have our monthly newsletter emailed directly to you, please either: 
 

(1)  Visit www.massillonlibrary.org/newsletter and fill out the online form;  
OR 

(2) Fill out the slip below and return it to the Circulation Desk at any Massillon Public 
Library location. 

PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME PLEASE PRINT YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

YES!  Sign me up to receive the Massillon Public Library Newsletter via email! 

Fill out the slip above and return it to the Circulation Desk at any Massillon Public Library location. 

DS in PR 


