
  

 

News and Notes 
December 2019 

Friends, 
 

I just read the following anecdote.  The now-
elderly New York City columnist, Pete Hamill was 
interviewed on a recent CBS Sunday 
Morning program. When he offered that "We 
grew up poor...but not impoverished," Tony 
Dokoupil responded, "What was the difference?" 
Hamill replied, "The library."  I was stunned and 
more than a little moved by that plainspoken 

acknowledgement about a library’s impact on lives. Many of you 
have shared similar stories with me. 
  

In a busy time of the year when our managers, Fiscal Officer, and I work 
feverishly on balancing a budget for next year, I needed that 
reminder.  When we try to prioritize all the services and programs we provide, and factor in the staff it takes to do 
those things, while maintaining an historic building, it can be easy to forget the WHY.   It’s also hard to explain 
sometimes to non-library-users (Who ARE these people?  They are missing out!) what a library is, and that yes, 
people do still need it. 
  

Just in the last few days, we gave local authors a forum to talk about and sell their books.  We provided family fun and 
problem-solving at the Harry Potter Escape Room program.  We welcomed teens to Video Game Club, hosted two 
Fourth Grade field trips, and taught seniors about Computer Basics…all of this in the midst of buying, processing, and 
lending books and movies, and paying for your access to online research materials.  I could go on, but our wonderful 
Public Relations Department doesn’t want me hogging the whole newsletter! 
  

As I write this, Thanksgiving has not yet arrived.  When you read these words, we will be closing in on the end of 
another year.  Please join me in gratitude for what the public library means to each of us, and in sincere appreciation to 
the community who supports that cause. 
  

Book Recommendation:  I had only a few days to read my own book club’s selection for the 
month, Ruth Hogan’s The Keeper of Lost Things, but happily I found the audio version 
on hoopla. I listened to it while doing other things, like driving to a library directors’ meeting.  I 
usually prefer print, but this lent itself so well to the British accent of the characters.  Imagine 
inheriting a lovely home, but with it the instructions to find the owners of a roomful of objects 
such as a puzzle piece or button that the previous owner used as inspiration for his writing 
career.  It is touching and page-turning, with a bit of a romantic ghost story. 
  

Happy reading (or listening)! 

Sherie Brown, Director 

Holiday Hours 
 
 

Main/Bookmobile/Askren: 
Closed December 24 and 25.   

Closing at 1:00pm on December 31.   
Closed January 1. 

 

Belloni: 
Closed December 23  
through January 1. 
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Wed., December 4       1:00pm                             Auditorium         

Massillon Local History and Genealogy Society 
Monthly Meeting: A Family Christmas 
Enjoy the holidays with music and dessert, while reminiscing 
about your family traditions.  Please bring a holiday treat to 
share—perhaps one with a story relating to your family 
history!  Our meetings and programs are always open to the 
public!  Questions?  Please call 330-832-9831 x350. 

Call the Massillon Public Library  
at 330-832-9831 x327 to register. 

Adults of all ages  
welcome! 

Wednesday, December 11 
Using Windows 10 File Explorer     3:00-4:30pm                   Auditorium  
Learn how to manage files, folders, and computer objects using Windows 10 File Explorer. The discussion will 
include working with a USB flash drive and other storage devices. In addition, you will receive hands-on training 
working with Quick Access. Prerequisites: Experience using a computer and accessing the Internet. The program is 
free, but registration is required as seating is limited.  
 
Thursday, December 12  
eBooks, Audio Books, and the Ohio Digital Library   3:00-4:30pm                    Auditorium 
You will learn to use the Libby and OverDrive apps on a laptop computer to search and download electronic books 
and audiobooks from the Ohio Digital Library. Bring your tablets and mobile devices for the question and answer 
session. Prerequisites: Experience using a computer, accessing the Internet, and an email account. The program is 
free, but registration is required as seating is limited.  
 
Thursday, December 19  
Digital Photo Editing Basics       3:00-4:30pm                   Auditorium 
Learn digital photo editing with basic software on the Windows 10 operating system. Bring your photos on a flash 
drive for editing during the class. Prerequisites: Experience using a computer and accessing the Internet. The class is 
free, but registration is required as seating is limited.  

Tue., December 3 
6:00pm 
Auditorium 

Historical Fiction Book Club 
Join us to discuss The Island of Sea 
Women by Lisa See. This program is 
free and open to the public.  No 
registration required.  For more 
information, please call 330-832-
9831, ext. 312. 

December Adult Computer Classes 
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Sat., December 7  3:30-4:30pm             2nd Fl. Mtg. Rm. 

Junior Friends of the Library Meeting 
Membership is open to all students in Grades 7 through 12.  
Call 330-832-9831 x321 to find out more and how to join! 

Fri., December 13 3:00-4:30pm                    Auditorium 
Teen Video Game Club 
Join us for more video gaming fun on the Nintendo Switch! 
No registration required.  Questions? Call 330-832-9831 x327. 
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Tue., December 10 6:00-7:30pm                   Auditorium 
Paws to Read 
Children get to read to dogs!  The dogs listen with no 
judgment or criticism.  No registration.  Questions?  Call 330-
832-9831 x317. 

Tue., December 17 5:30pm                    Auditorium 
Family Movie Night:  Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch (PG) 
Free admission and free snacks!  Doors open at 5:15pm.  
Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.  
Questions?  Call 330-832-9831 x317. 
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Please ask at the Belloni Branch  
about our upcoming events  
and programs!  

Tue., December 17           9:00am 

Askren 3rd Tuesday Book Club 

Join us to discuss Finding Dorothy by 
Elizabeth Letts. Please call 330-879-
2113 for more information.   
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Massillon Public Library – Barry Askren Memorial Branch  

1200 Market Street NE M/W 10am-6pm 

Navarre, OH  44662 T 10am-4pm 

330-879-2113 Th/F 9am-4pm 

 Sat 10am-2pm 

 Sun CLOSED 

Massillon Public Library M/T/W 10am-8pm 

208 Lincoln Way East Th 10am-6pm  

Massillon, OH  44646 F/Sat 10am-5pm 

330-832-9831 Sun (Jun-Aug) CLOSED 

Bookmobile and Outreach: 330-832-9831, Ext. 329 Sun (Sep-May) 1pm-5pm 

Massillon Public Library – Pam S. Belloni Memorial Branch   

12000 Navarre Road SW M/W/Th/F 9am-3:30pm 

Navarre, OH  44662 T 9am-7pm 

330-767-9939 Sat/Sun CLOSED 

Food for Fines 
 

From November 15 through December 15, all locations of the  
Massillon Public Library will accept non-perishable foods and 

school supplies and excuse overdue fines (not replacement fees or 
collection fees) on your library account.  All donated items will be 

given to area food pantries for distribution to those in need.   


