
  

 

Hello! 
 

A recent Wall Street Journal article is enough to keep librarians awake at night, as if a pandemic isn’t 
already doing that!   The story headline is “Want to borrow that ebook from the library?  Sorry, Amazon 
won’t let you.”   The author names many familiar writers (Dean Koontz, Mindy Kaling, Trevor Noah, just 
to name a few) who are now being published—not just sold—by the mammoth tech giant.  Amazon is 
very open about their policy not to negotiate with services like OverDrive by which libraries get the 
ebooks and e-audio you check out from us.  Amazon argues that libraries owning a book “hurts the 
author” financially, which has long been disproven.   (If you find an author you like at the library, you are 
MORE, not less, likely to purchase another book by that writer.)  And, while Amazon is the one facing 

the most backlash, other publishers are likewise restricting sales to libraries.   
 

The American Library Association testified to Congress that digital sales bans are “the worst obstacle for libraries moving 
into the next century.”  Why should that matter?  Because the reason public libraries were created was to level the playing 
field.  Few of our citizens can afford to purchase all of their reading (and now, listening and viewing) materials.  That model 
has worked for centuries, but technology (so great in every other way) now allows one company to be the gatekeeper to 
access.  If that doesn’t concern you more than a little, consider this quote from a librarian in Maryland:  “You shouldn’t have 
to have a credit card to become an informed citizen.”  Rest assured that lobbying efforts are ongoing at the national level. 
  

We segue from a story about libraries being purposefully kept from fulfilling a mission to a story where libraries are being 
pulled into a new service seemingly unrelated to our mission.  
  

If you haven’t heard, the Ohio Department of Health has partnered with the Ohio Library Council to quickly make public 
libraries the place to distribute millions of free COVID-19 test kits.  Is that the library’s job?  On the surface, no more than 
being the site for tax forms, with no funding from the IRS.  But, both of those examples perfectly align with connecting our 
community to resources, a vital part of our strategic plan.  In a year so frustratingly difficult to achieve that goal, what a 
blessing to be viewed by the State of Ohio as “accessible, trusted, and with proven ability to control inventory.”   When you 
put it that way, yes!  That IS a library. 
  

So, if you’re required to show a negative COVID-19 test result for employment or travel, give any 
of our branches a call to set up contactless pickup of a test.  And, we’ll keep exerting pressure on 
publishers to give you the books you want! 

  

Speaking of books, I’m off on a different direction this month: Thrillers!  My 
book club just discussed The One Man by Andrew Gross, riveting historical 
fiction about the U.S. sending a Polish Jew into Auschwitz to liberate a 
physicist who might help us win the war.  I can’t believe this isn’t a movie 
yet.  And then I’m starting one that will remind you a bit of Emma 
Donoghue’s Room.  The Marsh King’s Daughter by Karen Dionne features a 
woman who was raised by an abducted teenager in a remote cabin in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, a part of the country I know a bit from 
snowmobiling.  Helena has never told anyone about her story, but now her 
father/captor has escaped prison and she is the only person with the 
survival skills to capture him…because he trained her.  Sometimes it’s good 
to read outside your comfort zone! 

Sherie Brown, Director 

Library Happenings 
 

April 2021 
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The theme for the 2021 National Library Week is “Welcome to Your Library!” This theme promotes the idea that 
libraries extend far beyond the four walls of a building and that everyone is welcome to use library services.  During the 
pandemic, libraries like the Massillon Public Library have been going above and beyond to adapt to our changing world by 
expanding resources, creating online programming, and continuing to meet the needs of patrons.  Whether people visit in 
person or virtually, libraries offer opportunities for everyone to explore new worlds and become their best selves through 
access to technology, multimedia content, and educational programs.  

National Library Outreach Day (formerly 
known as National Bookmobile Day) 
celebrates library outreach and the 
dedicated library professionals who 
are meeting their patrons where they are. 
Whether it's a bookmobile stop at the local 
elementary school, services provided to 
community homes, or library pop-ups at 
community gatherings, these services are 
essential to the community. Each year, 
National Library Outreach Day is celebrated 
on the Wednesday of National Library 
Week. In 2021, National Library Outreach 
Day is Wednesday, April 7.  

National Library Week  
April 4 - 10, 2021 

Tuesday, April 6 

Answers on Page 12 
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Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for Little Free Library    
To be held April 24  at 11:30am 

The main location of the Massillon Public Library has a Little Free 
Library® and is celebrating with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Saturday, 
April 24 at 11:30 a.m. in the Camille Leslie Memorial Reading Garden! 
MPL received the wooden book box with a metal roof and the first set of 
books by applying for a grant from the Little Free Library's Impact Library 
program.  Little Free Libraries are a global phenomenon! The small, front
-yard book exchanges number more than 100,000 around the world in 
over 100 countries — from Italy to Brazil to Japan.  Now, a new Little 
Free Library in the Camille Leslie Memorial Reading Garden at the main 
location of the Massillon Public Library will join the movement to share 
books, bring people together, and create communities of readers. "Our 
Little Free Library doesn't belong to us, it belongs to the whole city," says 
Laura Klein, Children's Services and Special Projects Manager at MPL. "If 
it is after hours for the public library or if people just want to try it out, 
our hope is that this will bring joy, fun, and a feeling of community.  
Everyone is invited to take a book or leave a book."  Our celebration will 
include guest speakers – Library Director Sherie Brown, MPL Board of 
Trustees President David Hersher, and Massillon Mayor Kathy Catazaro-
Perry – as well as entertainment by Bryan Stahl and refreshments.  You 
can also visit our Bookmobile and our Spring StoryWalk®! 

Little Free Library® (LFL) is a nonprofit organization that inspires a love of reading, builds community, and improves 
book access by fostering neighborhood book-exchange boxes around the world. LFL received the 2020 World Literacy 

Award and has been recognized by the Library of Congress, the National Book Foundation and others for its dedication 
to expanding book access for all. To learn more, visit www.LittleFreeLibrary.org.  #LFLImpact  #LFL100K 

  

INTERESTED IN  
HOMEBOUND  
SERVICE? 

 
Homebound Service is a free service available to 
individuals who cannot come to the library due to a 
medical condition or anyone who cannot leave their 
home due to unique circumstances AND live within 
the Massillon Local School District or the Villages of 
Navarre or Brewster. 
 

How Homebound Service Works: 
 Patrons may request specific materials or 

the Outreach Services Department  staff 
will select materials for them based on the 
patron’s interests. 

 Library materials will be delivered to and 
picked up from the patron’s location by 
library staff either once a month or once 
every two weeks. 

 No late fees are charged to patrons using 
this free service.  

 Patrons may request any items from our 
collection — large print and regular books, 
CDs, DVDs, audiobooks, etc. 

 eReaders are also available for check out. 
 

Call 330-832-9831 x330 for more information! 

Pam S. Belloni  
Memorial Library 

 

Located Inside Fairless Elementary School.  
Open to the Public. 
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While visiting any of our MPL buildings and our Bookmobile, please remember to: 
 

 Use the outside book drops or the book collection bin inside the Second Street 
Entrance at the Main Library for returned materials to be quarantined for 3 days 
before being checked in.  Overdue fines will not accrue on these items during this 
time. 

 Adhere to social distancing. 
 Limit your visit to 1 hour or less. 
 Do not linger in the building once you have checked out your materials. 
 Wear a face covering over both your mouth and your nose. 

Accommodations are 
available for those 

individuals medically 
unable to wear facial 

coverings and include: 
 

 Telephone Service  
 Curbside Pickup 

Service 
 Homebound 

Delivery 
 Clear facial shields 

that extend past  
your chin 

In accordance with 
orders from the State 

of Ohio Health 
Department, facial 

coverings that cover 
your nose and mouth 
must be worn at all 

times in our buildings 
and on the 

Bookmobile. 

Thank you!      
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The 2021 Big Read 
 

March 27 - May 2 

The Big Read is a community reading program focused on a single book.  This National 
Endowment for the Arts initiative, in partnership with Arts Midwest, supports community 
reading programs across the country. The Massillon Museum and its amazing community 
partners, including the Massillon Public Library, create innovative and critical programs 
highlighting the book themes, and exposing participants to new genres and ideas. The 
selected book is offered to the community for free so that many can participate.  The 2021 
book selection is Circe by Madeline Miller.  Free copies are available at the Massillon 
Public Library while supplies last. 

Fri., April 9          4:30pm           Via Zoom 
 

The “Little” Big Read:  
The Hidden Oracle Book Talk  
The Massillon Public Library Children’s Department will host a book talk about Rick Riordan’s The 
Hidden Oracle (The Trials of Apollo Book #1).  This book talk is open to children in Grades 3 and up and 
will also include a craft.  Register online at www.massillonlibrary.org.  Then, come into the Children’s 
Department to pick up your packet of supplies for the craft.  Registration is required, begins at 8:00 
a.m. on March 27, and closes at 11:59 p.m. on April 7.  A Zoom invitation will be emailed to 
registered participants on the day of the program.  To register for this free program or for more 
information, please visit our website at www.massillonlibrary.org or call the Children’s Department at 
330-832-9831, x317. 
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Tue., April 20          6:30pm         Via Zoom 
The Big Read: Virtual Poetry Read-In 
Bring your original poems, share the work of your favorite poet, or just 
sit back and enjoy listening to some great recitations.  Each reader’s 
poems must be family-friendly and limited to five minutes.  Each year 
during the month of March and in preparation for the Poetry Read-In, 
the Massillon Public Library hosts a poetry contest in recognition of 
National Poetry Month.   Many of those who submit poems during the 
contest read their works at the Poetry Read-In.  Poetry contest judge 
Duane Matthew Dodson will announce the winners in the three different age group 
categories and winners will be sent their prizes, gift cards to Amazon, generously 
donated by the Junior Friends of the Massillon Public Library.  Mr. Dodson’s work “The 
Cravin’” won “Most Highly Commended” in the 2011 Margaret Reid Poetry Contest as a 
Humorous Poem/Parody.  His primary poetic influence is Robert Frost, and the vast 
majority of his work is traditional in nature, his favorite structured form being the 
sonnet.  He will regale the crowd with a few of his own poems to round out the evening.  
This event is open to the public.  Registration is required, begins at 8:00 a.m. on April 6, 
and closes at 11:59 p.m. on April 18.  To register for this free program or for more 
information, please contact Laura Klein at 330-832-9831, x319, 
kleinla@massillonlibrary.org, or visit our website at www.massillonlibrary.org. 

Tue., April 13 
6:00pm     
Via Zoom 

 
 

 

The Big Read:  
Book 
Discussion  
of Circe by  
Madeline Miller 
Join us for a book discussion of 
the 2021 Big Read book 
selection of Circe by Madeline 
Miller.  Registration is required 
and begins at 8:00 a.m. on 
March 30 and closes at 11:59 
p.m. on April 11.  A Zoom 
invitation will be emailed to 
registered participants on the 
day of the program.  To 
register for this free program 
or for more information, 
please visit our website at 
www.massillonlibrary.org.  
Questions?  Please contact 
Jessica Watkins at 
watkinje@massillonlibrary.org 
or 330-832-9831, x307. 

Fri., April 23          6:00pm         Via Zoom 
Mythology Trivia with Kahoot! 
 

The Young Adult Department of the Massillon Public Library will 
host a trivia session in conjunction with the Big Read.  The trivia is 
geared toward teens, but anyone is welcome to play!  Participants 
will need to download Zoom and the Kahoot! app, which are both 
free. The trivia topic for this special Kahoot! trivia session is Greek 
mythology and registration is required!  For more information or to 
register for this program, please contact Susan Baker at 
bakersu@massillonlibrary.org or 330-832-9831, x321. 
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Tues., April 20 10:30am 
Held at Tremont Coffee 
215 Erie Street North in Downtown Massillon 

Stitch Therapy 
Anyone who stitches – knitting, crocheting, quilting, and 
more! – is invited to bring their current project with 
them to “Stitch Therapy.”  Meet new people, chit chat, 
and stitch!  This program is held in partnership with 
Stitches for Stark County, a non-profit group that 
creates, collects, and distributes hats, gloves, mittens, 
blankets, etc. to those in our community who are in 
need.  There is no registration for this free program and 
all ages are welcome.  Find us in the back of the coffee 
shop at the giant round table!  For more information, 
please call 330-832-9831, x342. 

Tues., April 20      9:00am  Via Zoom 
Askren Online Book Club  
On the third Tuesday of 
each month, the Askren 
Branch of the Massillon 
Public Library hosts an 
online book club via 
Zoom at 9:00 a.m.  Those 
who wish to participate 
are asked to call the 
Askren Branch at 330-879
-2113 in advance of the 
live Zoom session to 
receive the Zoom login 
information.  The book to 
be discussed at the April 
20 live Zoom meeting is 
Before She Was Found by 
Heather Gudenkauf.  

If you have extra yarn or  
hats, scarves, etc. that you 

would like to donate,  
please bring those items to the 
Children's Desk and tell them  

it is for "Stitch Therapy!" 
 

Thank you! 
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Fri., April 9 6:00pm Via Zoom 
             & Kahoot! 
Kahoot! Trivia  
It's Trivia Time with Kahoot! and the Young Adult 
Department!  This trivia session is geared toward teens, 
but anyone is welcome to play!  Participants will need to 
download Zoom and the Kahoot! app, which are both 
free. The trivia topic for April is “Star Wars” and the first 
place winner will win a prize!  For more information or 
to register for this program, please contact Susan Baker 
at bakersu@massillonlibrary.org or 330-832-9831, x321. 

Sat., April 17 3:30pm Via Zoom 
         & Funimation 
Anime Afternoon 
Teens in Grades 7 through 12 are invited to “Anime 
Afternoon!” with the Massillon Public Library Young 
Adult Department.  Via Zoom and streaming on 
Funimation, join other teens to watch a new anime on 
the third Saturday of each month from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.  
At the April 17 meeting of Anime Afternoon, we’ll watch 
“Grimgar of Fantasy and Ash.”  Registration is required 
for this free program!  For more information or to 
register for this program, please contact Susan Baker at 
bakersu@massillonlibrary.org or 330-832-9831, x312. 
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Stop by the Massillon Public Library anytime between April 19 and April 29 to 
read Spring Walk by Virginia Brimhall Snow.  Begin your walk in the Camille 
Leslie Memorial Garden on Lincoln Way East and read your way to our Second 
Street Entrance.  No registration required!  
 

For more information about the program, please contact the Children’s 
Department at 330-832-9831, x317 or childrensevents@massillonlibrary.org.   

 
The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT and developed  

in collaboration with the Kellogg-Hubbard Library.  StoryWalk® is a registered service mark  
owned by Ms. Ferguson. 

Participate anytime between April 19-29 
Outside the Main Library Building! April StoryWalk® 

Wednesdays @ 11:00am 
through April 28 

Via the MPL Facebook Page 

Sat., April 10           11:30am               Via Zoom 
Dog Man! 

 
George and Harold 
have created a 
new breed of 
justice -- one that 
is part dog, part 
man, and ALL 
HERO!  It's Dog 
Man!  Learn how 
to draw him and 
Cat Kid, as well as 
create your own 
"Superbuddy," just 
like George and 

Harold do in their comic books! Get a chance to win a copy 
of Cat Kid Comic Club by Dav Pilkey when you attend this 
Zoom event.  Open to children in Grades K through 6.   
Register online at www.massillonlibrary.org.  Then, come 
into the Children’s Department to pick up your packet of 
supplies!  Registration is required and begins at 8:00am on 
March 22, and ends at 11:59pm on April 8.  A Zoom 
invitation will be emailed to registered participants on the 
day of the program.  For more information about this 
program, please contact the Children's Department at 
childrensevents@massillonlibrary.org or 330-832-9831, 
x317. 



11 

 

Tuesday, Apr. 13 9:00-10:00 Massillon Recreation Center 
 10:15-10:45 Kids Castle Child Care 
 11:00-11:45 Abbey Glen Condominiums 
 12:00-1:00 Massillon Salvation Army 
 1:15-1:40 Reservoir Park 
 1:45-2:45 Malloy Center Head Start 
 3:00-4:00 Kingswood Apartments 
  
Wednesday, Apr. 14 9:30-10:30 Epworth Nursery School 
 11:00-12:00 Massillon YMCA Preschool 
 12:30-1:30 Charity Square Park 
 2:00-2:45 Oak Knoll Park 
 3:00-3:45 Amherst Meadows Community 
 
Thursday, Apr. 15 9:45-10:30 Lincoln Apartments  
 11:00-11:30 Oak Knoll Park 
 12:00-1:30 Buehler’s Fresh Foods - Massillon 
 2:00-3:30 Navarre Village Mobile Homes 
 4:00-6:00 Brewster - Wabash & 4th Streets 

Monday, Apr. 5 9:30-10:15 Little Sprouts Daycare 
 10:30-11:00 Planting Seeds of Hope Child Ctr. 
 11:30-12:30 Lillian Beane Center 
 1:00-1:30 Fair Play Family Center 
 2:00-3:00 St. Mary's Preschool 
 
Tuesday, Apr. 6 9:00-10:00 Massillon Recreation Center 
 10:30-11:30 Navarre Preschool 
 12:00-12:30 Lincoln Hills Allotment 
 1:00-1:45 Midwest Health - Massillon 
 2:00-3:30 Rolling Hills Mobile Home Village 
 4:00-4:45 Boys & Girls Club of Massillon 
 
Wednesday, Apr. 7 10:00-11:00 Charity Square Park 
 11:30-12:30 Kingswood Apartments 
 1:00-1:30 Brewster 1st Street Park 
 2:00-3:00 Brewster - Cleve. & Main Streets 
 3:30-4:30 Brewster Mobile Home Estates 

 
Thursday, Apr. 8 9:00-9:30 Malloy Center Head Start 
 9:45-10:15 Lincoln Apartments  
 10:30-11:30 Buehler's Fresh Foods - Massillon 
 12:00-1:30 Reservoir Park 
 2:00-3:30 Riverview Towers 
 4:00-6:00 Navarre Civic Ctr./Underwood Park 

April MPL  
Bookmobile  
Schedule 

Monday, Mar. 29 9:00-9:30 Buttons & Bows Daycare 
 9:40-10:45 Lincoln Park  
 11:00-12:00 St. John’s United Church of Christ 
 12:30-1:30 Cherry Springs Condominiums
 2:45-3:15 Bonnie Brae Drive 
 3:30-4:30 Wilson Place Navarre 
 
Tuesday, Mar. 30 9:00-10:00 Massillon Recreation Center 
 10:15-10:45 Kids Castle Child Care 
 11:00-11:45 Abbey Glen Condominiums 
 12:00-1:00 Massillon Salvation Army 
 1:15-1:40 Reservoir Park 
 1:45-2:45 Malloy Center Head Start 
 3:00-4:00 Kingswood Apartments 
  
Wednesday, Mar. 31 9:30-10:30 Epworth Nursery School 
 11:00-12:00 Massillon YMCA Preschool 
 12:30-1:30 Charity Square Park 
 2:00-2:45 Oak Knoll Park 
 3:00-3:45 Amherst Meadows Community 
 
Thursday, Apr. 1 9:45-10:30 Lincoln Apartments  
 11:00-11:30 Oak Knoll Park 
 12:00-1:30 Buehler’s Fresh Foods - Massillon 
 2:00-3:30 Navarre Village Mobile Homes 
 4:00-6:00 Brewster - Wabash & 4th Streets 

Monday, Apr. 19 9:30-10:15 Little Sprouts Daycare 
 10:30-11:00 Planting Seeds of Hope Child Ctr. 
 11:30-12:30 Lillian Beane Center 
 1:00-1:30 Fair Play Family Center 
 2:00-3:00 St. Mary's Preschool 
 
Tuesday, Apr. 20 9:00-10:00 Massillon Recreation Center 
 10:30-11:30 Navarre Preschool 
 12:00-12:30 Lincoln Hills Allotment 
 1:00-1:45 Midwest Health - Massillon 
 2:00-3:30 Rolling Hills Mobile Home Village 
 4:00-4:45 Boys & Girls Club of Massillon 
 
Wednesday, Apr. 21 10:00-11:00 Charity Square Park 
 11:30-12:30 Kingswood Apartments 
 1:00-1:30 Brewster 1st Street Park 
 2:00-3:00 Brewster - Cleve. & Main Streets 
 3:30-4:30 Brewster Mobile Home Estates 
 
Thursday, Apr. 22 9:00-9:30 Malloy Center Head Start 
 9:45-10:15 Lincoln Apartments  
 10:30-11:30 Buehler's Fresh Foods - Massillon 
 12:00-1:30 Reservoir Park 
 2:00-3:30 Riverview Towers 
 4:00-6:00 Navarre Civic Ctr./Underwood Park 

Monday, Apr. 26 9:00-9:30 Buttons & Bows Daycare 
 9:40-10:45 Lincoln Park  
 11:00-12:00 St. John’s United Church of Christ 
 12:30-1:30 Cherry Springs Condominiums
 2:45-3:15 Bonnie Brae Drive 
 3:30-4:30 Wilson Place Navarre 
 
Tuesday, Apr. 27 9:00-10:00 Massillon Recreation Center 
 10:15-10:45 Kids Castle Child Care 
 11:00-11:45 Abbey Glen Condominiums 
 12:00-1:00 Massillon Salvation Army 
 1:15-1:40 Reservoir Park 
 1:45-2:45 Malloy Center Head Start 
 3:00-4:00 Kingswood Apartments 
  
Wednesday, Apr. 28 9:30-10:30 Epworth Nursery School 
 11:00-12:00 Massillon YMCA Preschool 
 12:30-1:30 Charity Square Park 
 2:00-2:45 Oak Knoll Park 
 3:00-3:45 Amherst Meadows Community 
 
Thursday, Apr. 29 9:45-10:30 Lincoln Apartments  
 11:00-11:30 Oak Knoll Park 
 12:00-1:30 Buehler’s Fresh Foods - Massillon 
 2:00-3:30 Navarre Village Mobile Homes 
 4:00-6:00 Brewster - Wabash & 4th Streets 

Monday, Apr. 12 9:00-9:30 Buttons & Bows Daycare 
 9:40-10:45 Lincoln Park  
 11:00-12:00 St. John’s United Church of Christ 
 12:30-1:30 Cherry Springs Condominiums
 2:45-3:15 Bonnie Brae Drive 
 3:30-4:30 Wilson Place Navarre 
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Massillon Public Library M/T 11am-7pm 
208 Lincoln Way East W/Th/F 11am-5pm  
Massillon, OH  44646 Sat 11am-3pm 
330-832-9831 Sun  CLOSED 
 

Barry Askren Memorial Branch  
1200 Market Street NE M/T/Th/F 10am-4pm 
Navarre, OH  44662 W 10am-6pm 
330-879-2113 Sat/Sun CLOSED 

Pam S. Belloni Memorial Branch   
12000 Navarre Road SW M/W/Th/F 9am-3pm 
Navarre, OH  44662 T 9am-6pm 
330-767-9939 Sat/Sun CLOSED 

 

www.massillonlibrary.org 

To receive the monthly MPL newsletter  
via email, please visit 

www.massillonlibrary.org/newsletter 

Thank you for your support! 

Word Search on Page 2 


